(Concept & Significance) 


[A general study] 


Transit is a broad term that we generally come across in 
various contexts in our day to day life in some context or 
the other. Literally transit means a journey or a passage of 
an objective or a body, be it goods or cash or people and in 
fact life itself is a journey or a transit of soul. Transit or 
transition is a regular phenomenon in nature that 
represents a change, passing from one state or stage or place 
to another. In the eternal, insurmountable and ever 
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revolving wheel of Time Rnown as , transit is a 
universal phenomenon applicable even to the celestial bodies 
like stars and planets. 


In astrological parlance transit has acquired lot of 
significance as the predictions are generally based on the 
transitory position of the planets at a desired time which is 
known as . Gochara is a Sanskrit word a 
combination of GO + CHARA. Go in Sanskrit is referred 
with several meanings like sky, a star, sun, moon and Chara 
means the one that moves, not fixed, floating. 


Gochara means the one that is visible or being in sight, the 
one that is perceptible or recognizable or to see or be aware 
of something clearly. Transit of planets from one 
constellation to the other and from one sign to the other in 
the zodiac is generally Rnown as Gochara. Transits reflect 
the placement of planets in the zodiac at a given point of 


time. 
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Zodiac is the basis around which planetary transits takes 
place when they move from one sign (raasi) to the other. We 
have twelve signs in the zodiac comprising of 360 degrees 
starting from Aries (Mesha raasi) to Pisces (Meena raasi) 
and 27 constellations (stars) starting from Aswini to 
Revathi. Each constellation has four quarters (paadaas) 
and the zodiac in total has 108 (27x4) quarters 
accommodating 9 quarters (paadaas) in each sign. Though 
Sun is a star and Moon is a satellite and Rahu-Kethu are 
shadowy planets, in Hindu astrology they are referred to as 
planets resulting in Nava-Grahas (nine planets) who 
constantly move around the zodiac at regular intervals. 


Out of the nine planets Moon, Mercury, Venus, Sun and 
Mars are fast moving planets in that order and Jupiter, 
Rahu-Kethu, and Saturn are slow moving planets in that 
order. While Moon is the fastest planet taking 2 % days to 
move from one sign to the other, Saturn is the slowest planet 
taking 2 % years to move from one sign to the other in the 
zodiac. Sun the leader of solar system moves at the rate of 
one degree a day and takes 365 days to complete one 
complete revolution around the zodiac. 


All planets except Rahu and Kethu always move in 
clockwise direction (Savya) in the zodiac, but Rahu- Kethu 
will always move in anti-clockwise direction (apasavya). 
Planets maintain a varying degree of distance between each 
other during transit, whereas Rahu-Kethu always 
maintains a distance of 180 degrees from each other. 
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During the course of transit planets enter into different 
states of existence like debilitation, exaltation, combustion, 
retrogression, acceleration, stagnation etc. For example, 
Libra is the sign of exaltation for Saturn while Aries is its 
sign of debilitation. Similarly, for Mars, while Capricorn is 
the sign of exaltation, Cancer is the sign of debilitation. All 
the planets except Sun and Moon are subject to 


retrogression or acceleration in their orbits. Planets when 
they come very nearer to the Sun become combust. 


Each planet has its own rate of velocity or motion 
depending upon its nearness to or distance from the earth 
and they do not maintain uniform rate of movement. 
Though there is a set time frame for planetary transits and 
in general planets move accordingly but sometimes we come 
across certain exceptions wherein the periods vary due to 
reasons like retrogression or acceleration or stagnation. For 
example, last couple of occasions we have observed Jupiter 
moving ahead of his schedule to the next sign due to 
acceleration known as Athichaara. When the distance of 
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any planet from the Sun exceeds a particular limit it 
becomes retrograde and falls behind schedule. Similarly, 
when the planet comes nearer to the Sun the velocity of the 
planet is accelerated and the planet moves ahead of 
schedule. Sometimes planets also get stagnated and stay 
beyond schedule in a particular sign that is Rnown as 
Sthambhana. For example, recently Mars who has transited 
into Taurus (Vrushabha) sign is staying for almost six 
months beyond his schedule of 45 days. 


During the course of their journey across the zodiac, planets 
will also be transiting over one or the other planets by 
virtue of which certain events occurs like for example 
Amaavasya (New Moon day) when Sun and Moon are in 
conjunction, occurrence of eclipses involving Earth, Sun, 
Moon, and the shadow planets Rahu and Kethu. 


Sankramana is another word used for Transit and in Hindu 
philosophy it has acquired lot of religious and spiritual 
significance. Hindu calendar is based on the movement or 
transit of Sun and Moon in the zodiac which is Rnown as 
Sauramana and Chaandramana respectively. According to 
Sauramana when Sun transits into a zodiac sign that 
month is denoted with the name of that raasi or sign. For 
example, when Sun transits into Aries (Mesha Raasi) it is 
known as Mesha Maasam. Among Sun transits Rnown as 
Surya Sankramana, certain transits are given special 
significance. For example, 


Mesha Sankramana - Beginning of the Solar New Year 


Karkataka Sankramana-Beginning of Dakshinayana 
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Kanya Sankramana - Pithru Paksham 
Dhanus Sankramana - Beginning of Dhanurmasam 
Makara Sankramana - Beginning of Uttarayana 


In Hindu electional astrology transit of Sun in Pisces 
(Meena raasi), Gemini (Mithuna raasi), Virgo (Kanya 
raasi), and Sagittarius (Dhanus raasi) is referred to. as 
Soonya masam. In general transit of Sun is not considered 
as auspicious as there will be certain disturbances in the 
organization of solar forces and such times are generally 
not recommended for any good work. On the contrary they 
are held to be auspicious for meditation, initiation into 
secret mantras and performance of certain religious rites 
which are held to purify both the body and soul. 


As per Chaandramana when Moon transits into a 
particular constellation on a Full-Moon day that month is 
denoted in the name of that star. Thus the names of Lunar 
months are derived from the constellation in which the full 
Moon occurs. For example, when Moon transits Chitta 
constellation that month is denoted as Chaithra masam. 
Even occurrence of seasons Rnown as Ruthus is based on the 
transit of Sun and Moon in the zodiac. 


Similarly, transit of Jupiter (Brihaspathi) that generally 
occurs once in twelve months has also acquired special 
significance as it is associated with the celebration of the 
sacred Pushkara festival. It has become a custom and 
tradition since time immemorial to celebrate Pushkara 
festival of a particular river corresponding to the transit of 
Jupiter in a particular sign in the zodiac. for example, 
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when Jupiter enters into Mesha Raasi which is the first sign 
in the zodiac it is celebration of Ganga Pushkara. 


Pranahitha Ganga Narmada Saraswathi 
(Praneetha) Aries Taurus Gemini 
Pisces (Mesha) | (Vrushabha)]} (Mithuna) 
(Meena) 


Yamuna 
Transit of Jupiter Cancer 
(Brihaspathi) in the (Karkataka) 
Thunga - Zodiac Vs 
Bhadra Pushkara of the selected 
Capricorn Rivers 
(Makara) 
Pushkara- 
Vaahini Bheema Kaveri 
Sagittarius Scorpio Libra 
(Dhanus) (Vrischika) (Thula) 


Jupiter's transit in the zodiac is the most sought after one as 
it brings out marked influence on individuals. Jupiter also 
called Guru-Graha (Bruhaspathi) is the most benevolent and 
benefic among the planets. 


Considered as Deva Guru (divine preceptor) Jupiter's 
blessings (Guru Bala) are very much essential for an 
individual and His transit into certain positions in 
Gochaara is most awaited for performing of auspicious 
ceremonies like marriage; upanayana etc. Even while fixing 
of muhurtha for auspicious ceremonies it is ensured that 
Jupiter (Guru) is in proper placement either by presence or 
by aspect in the muhurtha chart. 


Guru-Sukra Astha (Guru/Sukra Moudyami) 


Whenever a planet comes close within certain degrees to Sun 
during transit in the zodiac it loses its lustre thereby ceases to 
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appear temporarily. Astrologically these phenomena are called 
combustion or Astha or Moudya; 


Guru/Sukra are auspicious planets and whenever there is 
Guru/Sukra Astha no auspicious ceremonies like Upanayana, 
Vivaha, Gruhapravesa etc. should be performed; 


Kaamyakarma like Homa/Yagna, Theertha Yaathra, New 
Ventures, to be avoided during Guru/Sukra Astha; If it is part 
of ongoing austerity which was commenced earlier can be 
continued but not a new sankalpa. 


Theertha Yaathra if one had earlier visited the place it can be 
visited, but visiting for the first time should be avoided during 
Astha. 


During Guru/Sukra Astha, only Nitya & Naimittika karma can 
be done. No Kaamya karma. 


Dates of Astha may differ depending on Calendars (Panchanga) 
one adopt; 


(Techniques & impact on individuals) 


Study of planetary transits known as Gochaara is a branch 
of astrology that is used popularly as modus operandi for 
predictions in matters relating to individuals, queries 
(horary astrology), for fixing of muhurthas (timing), 
mundane (worldly), etc. For the purpose of this post we are 
confining to the study of transit of planets in relation to the 
individuals. 


A birth chart (natal chart) is a map of the zodiac that 
signifies planetary positions as they were at the time of 
birth of an individual, whereas a Gochaara chakra deals 
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with the current movement of planets acting as reference to 
the natal positions at the time of birth. At any given point 
of time positions of planets vary in a natal chart when 
compared to a transit chart and this divergence need to be 
taken into consideration for the purpose of astrological 
predictions. Natal positions of the planets represent the 
intrinsic capability of an individual whereas, the transit 
positions show the influences which are short lived. 


A planet or a Graha is a celestial body that has substantial 
influence on the living beings on earth. According to Hindu 
philosophy, Nava Grahas play an important role in human 
life. Each Graha has a specific role and signification; they 
are the representatives of the Primordial Supreme God and 
are the wuniverse’s agents for carrying out karmas 
accumulated throughout the lives current as well as past. 


During the course of their transit all the planets come into 
contact with each of the natal planets according to their 
varying time schedule as mentioned earlier. When they 
come in alignment with the natal planets, it will trigger the 
occurrence of events that will have an impact on an 
individual's existence. Especially the impact of slow moving 
planets viz. Jupiter, Rahu, Kethu and Saturn will be much 
higher, will be for a longer duration and hence have 
acquired greater significance in the matter of predictions. 


Conventionally for the purpose of analyzing the planetary 
transits, a birth chart is reckoned from the Moon sign that 
is Rnown as Janma Raasi, the house where Moon is placed 
at the time of birth. Purusha Sooktha says that Moon is 
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born out of the mind of the Primordial Person (Chandramaa 
Manaso Jaathah) who is the Kaala Purusha the one who 
controls the wheel of Time the Kaala-Chakra. 


Moon basically the significator of the mind has a strong 
influence on human lives. Analyzing the planetary 
positions with respect to the Moon reveals the mental status 
of an individual. While analyzing a birth chart the results 
are reckoned both from Lagna (Ascendant) as well as from 
the Moon sign Rnown as Chandra Lagna, whereas in case of 
Gochara it is from the Moon sign. 


Generally, both natural benefic as well as malefic planets 
produce favourable results while transiting through their 
respective favourable houses. While transiting evil houses 
natural benefic planets produce almost neutral results 
whereas natural malefic planets give adverse results. 
Benefic and malefic planets both always provide favourable 
results while transiting through 11" house. Malefic planets 
do maximum evil while transiting 8" or 12'" house. Saturn 
gives very bad results while transiting the Janma Raasi or 
Moon sign. When there is an overlap of periods like Rahu 
dasa associated with the transit of Saturn in 8" house then 
also it will be a period of trials and tribulations. Transiting 
planets are likely to make a definite impact while crossing 
the natal positions especially the slow moving planets 
Jupiter, Rahu, Kethu and Saturn. 


Vedha —- Vipareetha Vedha 


Concept of Vedha is another technique used in determining 
the transit results. Vedha means an affliction, pain or grief. 
‘We come across the term Vedha in the Hindu concept of 
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Eclipse. This concept of Vedha (affliction) is also used in 
astrological studies especially in case of planetary transits. 
‘When a planet produces good results from certain positions 
from the natal Moon, if at the same time some other planet 
occupies certain other positions from the natal Moon the 
good results gets nullified during the period of the transiting 
planet causing affliction. This is known as Vedha. 


For example, Saturn transiting 3 house reckoned from 
Moon sign gives good results, whereas if at the same time 
some other planet moves through the 12'" house from Moon 
sign it becomes Vedha that obstructs the good results being 
given by Saturn. 


Similarly, in converse proportion when a planet gives bad 
results from certain positions from. the natal Moon, if at the 
same time some other planet occupies certain other 
positions from the natal Moon the bad results get reduced 
during the period of the transiting planet causing affliction. 
This is called as Vipareetha Vedha. 


For example, if Saturn is transiting through 12" house from 
the natal Moon, it produces adverse results. If at the same 
time some other planet moves through the 3’ house from 
Moon sign it becomes Vipareetha Vedha and the adverse 
results get cancelled during the period of the transiting 
planet causing affliction. Exceptions to this Vedha and 
Vipareetha Vedha are presence of Saturn for Sun and vice- 
versa, and presence of Mercury for Moon and vice-versa. 


Ashtakavarga 


Another technique that is generally used in predicting the 
transit results is as per Ashtakavarga Tables. for example, 
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when a planet transits to a sign with more than 4 points 
(Bindus) in his own Ashtakavarga Table and with more 
than 30 points in Sarvaashtakavarga table, it gives 
favourable results even if it is transiting an evil house. 


At the same time, it will give adverse results while 
transiting an evil house with lesser points than mentioned 
above. Similarly, if the planet is transiting a favourable 
house but at the same time the number of points obtained in 
Ashtakavarga and Sarvaashtakavarga tables are less than 
4 & 30 respectively it will produce un-favourable results. 


Moorthi Nirnaya 


Moorthi-Nirnaya is another method used to determine the 
transit results. Moorthi means form. Accordingly, during 
a transit, a planet is supposed to be in the form of Gold 
(Swarna) or Sliver (Rajatha) or Copper (Thamra) or Iron 
(Loha). It is based on ones radical (natal) Moon sign in 
relation to the sign in which Moon stands at the time of 
entry of a planet into a new sign. 


For example, when Moon is in 1", 6" and 11" sign reckoned 
from the natal Moon at the time of entry of a planet into a 
new sign it is Rnown as Swarna Moorthi. If the Moon is in 
27, 5", and 9" from the natal Moon it is Rajatha Moorthi. If 
the Moon is in 3, 7", and 10" sign from the natal Moon it is 
known as Thamra Moorthi and if it is in 4", 8" and 12" 
from the natal Moon it is Rnown as Loha Moorthi. 


As Swarna Moorthi, benefic planets produce good results 
whereas, malefic planets produce adverse results. On the 
contrary as Loha Moorthi, benefic planets produce bad 
results whereas, malefic planets give average results. 
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Generally benefic planets produce average to good results as 
Rajatha and Thamra Moorthi whereas malefic planets 
produce favourable results as Rajatha and Thamra 
moorthy. 


Tharabalam 


There is one more method also that is in vogue in deciding 
the transit results. It is based on the stellar occupational 
method that is also Rnown as Tharabalam or strength of the 
star in which the planet is transiting reckoned form the 
birth star. Counted from the birth star up to the planets 
transiting star the number is divided by 9 and if the 
remainder is 1, 3, 5, and 7 the planet is supposed to give un- 
favourable results. If it is #7 the results are supposed to be 
worst. 


In predicting the planetary transit (Gochaara) results, 
Moon and the birth star plays a significant role. Planets 
when they transit in different signs give varying results 
and that need not necessarily be common to all those who 
are born under the same Janma raasi or Moon sign. Transit 
results mainly depend on the strength, status, location and 
relationship with other planets in the birth chart. 


Gochaara or planetary transit positions are used not only in 
case of individuals but also used for fixing of muhurthas 
(timing) for events like marriage, upanayanam, Gruha 
pravesam, or for coronation etc. In case of mundane 
(worldly) predictions it is used in predicting the political 
scenario, wars, and other developments, climatic conditions 
like rainfall, earthquakes, floods, epidemics, celestial events 
like eclipses, market fluctuations etc. 
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Transit results without taking into account the Vedha and 
Vipareetha Vedha may prove to be incorrect. A combined 
assessment of conventional results with the other techniques 
in vogue gives a comprehensive estimate of the predictions 
during the transit period of a planet especially the slow 
moving planets Jupiter, Rahu, Kethu and Saturn. 


Inferences should also be made by taking into consideration 
the current positions of the planets in correlation to their 
positions at the time of birth, the current Dasa-bhukti effect. 
Though transit results are considered as secondary to the 
prevailing natal results, yet sometimes they could even 
modify and change the course of the natal results. Gochaara 
or planetary transit is not only supplementary to the natal 
birth chart but also acts as complimentary to it. 


General time frame for Planetary Transit 


(from one sign to the other) 


2% 30 days 30 One 11hr One 11hp 1/2 21 
days days month | months | year years | years | years 


Planetary transit - Chart of 
(Auspicious house Vs Vedha house) 


Transit Planet | Auspicious house ‘Vedha house 

Sun 3, 6, 10, 11 9, 12, 4, 5 (except Saturn) 

Moon 1, 3, 6, 7, 10, 11 5, 9, 12, 2, 4, 8 (except 
Mercury) 

Mars 3, 6, 11 12,9,5 
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Mercury 


2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 11 


5» 3, 9, 1, 8, 12 (except Moon) 


Jupiter 2;:5, 7. Ox 11 12, 4, 3, 10, 8 
Venus 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 11, 12 | 8, 7, 1, 10, 9, 5, 11, 6, 3 
Saturn 3, 6, 11 12, 9, 5 (except Sun) 


Rahu & Kethu | 3, 6, 11 


12, 9,5 


7, * 
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